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Free Performances at Quartz Mountain
Famous Artists and Oklahoma Students Showcase Work
NORMAN, Okla., --  Take advantage of the long summer evenings by attending the free, public performances at the Quartz Mountain Arts and Conference Center during the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute (OSAI).  Whether you enjoy poetry readings, film screenings, gallery openings, or music, dance, or theater performances, there's plenty to choose from during the two-week academy, June 13-28, 2009.  Highlights include a poetry reading by former U.S. poet laureate Billy Collins and a performance by actor John de Lancie of Star Trek: The Next Generation. 
"OSAI performances are a wonderful opportunity to see world-class performances without traveling far from home," said Emily Clinton, Oklahoma Arts Institute program director.

Bestselling author Billy Collins will present a poetry reading on Fri., June 19 at 8:00 p.m. at the Robert M. Kerr Performing Arts Center at Quartz Mountain.  No poet since Robert Frost has managed to combine high critical acclaim with such broad popular appeal. Collins' readings are usually standing-room only, and his audience includes people of all backgrounds and age groups.
Actor John de Lancie will be featured in an artist showcase on Tues., June 23 at 7:00 p.m.  While perhaps best known as the character "Q" on Star Trek: The Next Generation, de Lancie is a seasoned film, television and stage actor.
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His credits include The Hand that Rocks the Cradle, The Fisher King, Bad Influence, Taking Care of Business, Fearless, Hill Street Blues, West Wing, Without a Trace, Judging Amy, The Closer, L.A. Law, The Practice, Touched by an Angel, and many more. With co-owner Leonard Nimoy, de Lancie created the production company Alien Voices, devoted to the dramatization of classic science fiction. 
A variety of performances and showcases of the visual, literary, and performing arts occur during ONSTAGE Weekend, Fri., June 26 and Sat., June 27, 2009.  The ONSTAGE Weekend student performances represent the culmination of the Summer Institute, an intensive two-week arts academy.  Institute students are selected for the program through competitive, statewide auditions and represent Oklahoma’s most talented high school students.  

“This extraordinarily talented group of students has been selected from over 1,300 auditions across Oklahoma, and the student performances are highly professional,” said Julie Cohen, Oklahoma Arts Institute president.  
All events are free and open to the public.  Some performances may not be suitable for children under the age of 14.  A performance schedule is available at www.oaiquartz.org or at (405) 321-9000.

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. OAI administers a fine arts program for talented Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults.  
# # #

Editor’s Note: The Oklahoma Arts Institute can facilitate interviews and photographs with any OSAI faculty, student or staff member.  Members of the media are welcome at Institute concerts and site visits are encouraged.  We also have professional digital photographs of faculty, students and events. Please contact Annina Collier at (405) 321-9000 ext. 215 or acollier@oaiquartz.org.  After June 9, email is the preferred method of communication.  
