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"Kung Fu Panda" Director at Quartz Mountain
John Stevenson at Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute
NORMAN, Okla., -- John Stevenson, the Academy Award-nominated director of the hit film "Kung Fu Panda" will be in residence at the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain (OSAI).  Stevenson is teaching OSAI film/video students and will give a free public presentation on Friday, June 18 entitled "Muppets, Monsters, and Me."
"It's exciting to have someone really important in the industry come talk to us," said Crystal Kayiza, an OSAI film/video student from Jenks.
Stevenson was nominated for an Academy Award and a Golden Globe for directing the 2008 feature film "Kung Fu Panda," starring Jack Black, Dustin Hoffman, and Angelina Jolie.  Stevenson has a host of other film and television credits to his name, including Shrek, Madagascar, The Muppet Show, and James and the Giant Peach.  

"I hope to learn the things he has to offer from his unique experiences," said Alexander Knight, an OSAI film/video student from Oklahoma City.

Stevenson will teach Oklahoma's most talented high school students at OSAI, an intensive, residential academy in the literary, visual, and performing arts.  Held June 12 – 27 in southwestern Oklahoma, OSAI is taught by award-winning artists from across the U.S.  OSAI students are selected through competitive, statewide auditions, and every accepted student automatically receives a full scholarship to the program.  Stevenson's visit is made possible in part by a grant from the Kirkpatrick Family Fund.
"It's a really great opportunity for us to speak with someone who was once in our position as a student," said Graham Carroll, an OSAI film/video student from Oklahoma City.

Stevenson will give a free public presentation, "Muppets, Monsters, and Me," on Friday, June 18 from 7 – 9 p.m. at the Robert M. Kerr Performing Arts Center at Quartz Mountain.  In addition to Stevenson's presentation, there are a variety of free performances throughout the two-week academy.  For a performance schedule, visit www.oaiquartz.org or call (405) 321-9000.

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a mission to provide exceptional multidisciplinary arts experiences that develop individual talent and inspire a lifelong passion for the arts.  OAI administers a program for talented Oklahoma youth every June and a series of continuing education workshops for adults every fall.  
# # #

Editor’s Note: Please join us for John's presentation on Friday night, or get your chance to interview him on the morning of Saturday, June 19.  Please email Annina Collier at acollier@oaiquartz.org for more information.
