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Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute Kicks Off
Artists Gather at Quartz Mountain
NORMAN, Okla., -- Famous artists from across the U.S. are traveling to Quartz Mountain for the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute (OSAI), where they'll mentor and instruct Oklahoma's most talented high school students.  The artists include actor John de Lancie of Star Trek: The Next Generation, the percussionist from NBC's Saturday Night Live Band, and bestselling author and former U.S. poet laureate Billy Collins.   The two-week academy kicks off this Sat., June 13, and ends Sun., June 28.   Throughout the program, the public can enjoy a variety of free performances in the visual, literary, and performing arts.  
"OSAI is a terrific opportunity for young artists to hone their skills and experience a fusion of the arts that is unparalleled by any other program in the state," said Taylor Rodgers, an OSAI chorus student from Bartlesville.  "The faculty are extraordinary…It's a pleasure to be part of the magic that takes place each June."
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OSAI students are selected through competitive, statewide auditions.  The students represent Oklahoma's most talented artists in the fields of acting, creative writing, ballet, modern dance, orchestra, chorus, photography, drawing/painting, and film/video.  OSAI students have the once-in-a-lifetime chance to study with nationally renowned faculty artists, including winners of the Pulitzer Prize and the Academy, Emmy, Grammy and Tony Awards.

"The chance to attend an arts institute of such high prestige is truly a fantastic opportunity," said Jeremy Heath, an OSAI orchestra student from Lawton.

The public is encouraged to attend the free performances that take place at Quartz Mountain throughout the two-week program.  Highlights include a poetry reading by Billy Collins on Fri., June 19 at 8:00 p.m. and a showcase of John de Lancie on Tues., June 23 at 7:00 p.m.  A full performance schedule is available at www.oaiquartz.org or (405) 321-9000.
The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. OAI administers a fine arts program for talented Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults.  
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Editor’s Note: The Oklahoma Arts Institute can facilitate interviews and photographs with any OSAI faculty, student or staff member.  Members of the media are welcome at Institute concerts and site visits are encouraged.  We also have professional digital photographs of faculty, students and events. Please contact Annina Collier at (405) 321-9000 ext. 215 or acollier@oaiquartz.org.  After June 9, email is the preferred method of communication.  
