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Speaker's Ball to Benefit Oklahoma Arts Institute
Event Features Artwork Auction
NORMAN, Okla., --   Oklahoma House Speaker Chris Benge has chosen the Oklahoma Arts Institute, Oklahoma's Official School of the Arts, as the beneficiary of the 2009 Speaker's Ball.  The bipartisan event will raise funds for the Summer Arts Institute at Quartz Mountain, a prestigious academy for Oklahoma high school students taught by award-winning artists.  The ball is scheduled for Friday, Feb. 6 at the Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma City, and will feature dinner, dancing, silent and live auctions, entertainment, and more.
“The Oklahoma Arts Institute is an amazing program that encourages children all over our state to think creatively and gives them a chance to consider a career in an arts-related field," said Benge.   "I am happy to designate this program as the recipient of this year’s Speaker’s Ball proceeds.”
Artwork by Oklahoma Arts Institute faculty and student artists will be auctioned, as well as artwork created by notable Oklahomans, including Speaker Benge and Mrs. Allison Benge and David and Molly Shi Boren.  Attendees can bid on a variety of items, from photographs and paintings to a private concert performed by Horseshoe Road violinist and OAI alum Kyle Dillingham.  Several ticket packages are available, including $150 individual tickets and table for ten packages from $2,500 - 3,500.  Tickets can be purchased by contacting Marian Free, OSB Executive Director at (405) 820-0468 or marianfree@cox.net.
Net proceeds from the ball will benefit the OAI Angel Fund for underprivileged Summer Arts Institute students, and auction proceeds will fund the general summer scholarship fund.  The Summer Arts Institute offers instruction in the literary, visual, and performing arts taught by nationally renowned artists, including winners of the Academy, Emmy, Tony, and Grammy awards.  This summer's slate of faculty artists will include bestselling author and former U.S. Poet Laureate Billy Collins.  Auditions for the program begin in January, with audition locations throughout the state.  Every accepted student receives a full scholarship to the program, worth over $2,000.  More information is available at www.oaiquartz.org or (405) 321-9000.  

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. OAI administers a fine arts program for talented Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults.  
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Editor’s Note: For more information, please contact Annina Collier (info below) until Friday, December 19.  After the 19th, please contact Julie Cohen at (405) 321-9000 or jcohen@oaiquartz.org.  Thank you!
