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"Tour de Quartz" at Oklahoma City Museum of Art
Artwork by Oklahoma Arts Institute Students
NORMAN, Okla., --  The Oklahoma City Museum of Art will host the Oklahoma Arts Institute’s "Tour de Quartz" from Thurs., March 25 – Sun., May 9.  The exhibition features paintings and photographs produced during the Summer Arts Institute, a prestigious two-week academy held at Quartz Mountain in June.  Artwork by 38 Oklahoma high school students will be displayed.

Tour de Quartz features a variety of drawings and photographs created by Oklahoma's most talented high school students.  The drawing portion of the tour is comprised of large-scale self-portraits in charcoal.  Each portrait is unique, revealing not only the artist's physical features, but his or her personality and emotional state.  The photographs feature a variety of subject matter, with an emphasis on the people and scenery of southwest Oklahoma.  The photographs were created using several photographic methods, including black and white conventional, color digital, hand-painted prints, and cyanotype.
The student artists featured in Tour de Quartz come from rural and urban areas across the state.  The students were chosen by competitive statewide auditions to attend the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute, a two-week residential academy held in June.   The institute is taught by nationally renowned artists, including winners of the Academy, Emmy, Grammy, and Tony Awards.  This year's drawing and painting students studied with Kristy Deetz of DePere, Wisconsin, and the photography class was led by Jill Enfield of New York, New York.

-MORE-
Oklahoma Arts Institute, “Tour de Quartz at Oklahoma City Museum of Art” – ADD ONE
The Oklahoma City Museum of Art is open from Tuesday-Sunday.  General admission is $12 for adults, $10 for students and seniors, and free for children five and under.   Hours and other museum information are available at (405) 236-3100.  For more information about the Oklahoma Arts Institute or the Tour de Quartz, visit www.oaiquartz.org or call (405) 321-9000.  The Tour de Quartz is sponsored by Sonic, America's Drive In, Apple, Inc., ONEOK Foundation, and The Williams Companies Foundation, Inc.

After the exhibition at the Oklahoma City Museum of Art, the Tour de Quartz will travel to the Goddard Art Center in Ardmore.  The Tour has already been displayed at the Gilcrease Museum in Tulsa, the Leslie Powell Foundation and Gallery in Lawton, and the Lachenmeyer Art Center in Cushing.

The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a vision to cultivate established and emerging artists and educators through art workshops, immersion and awareness. OAI administers a fine arts program for talented Oklahoma youth and a series of continuing education workshops for adults.  
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Editor’s Note: We are happy to provide professional digital photographs of the artwork that will be displayed.  Please contact Annina Collier with picture requests or questions.  Thanks.
