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Summer Arts Institute Students Win Top Honor at Trail Dance Film Festival
NORMAN, Okla., -- Highway 9, a film created by 2010 Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute students, has won "Best Oklahoma High School Film" at the 2011 Trail Dance Film Festival.  A suspenseful thriller, the short film was created during OSAI, a two-week arts academy held at Quartz Mountain.  The young filmmakers honored at Sunday night's Golden Drover Awards Show were  Kristella Sallee-Martin of Oklahoma City, Dane Schoelen of Norman, and Parke Metzer and Iancu Bunee Tomlinson of Edmond.  The award comes with a $2,000 prize, which the young filmmakers plan to donate to the Oklahoma Arts Institute.    

Highway 9 runs just over five minutes and explores what happens when a young woman's car runs out of gas on a lonely stretch of highway known as the site of recent unexplained disappearances.  When a lone stranger stops to give assistance, the suspense begins.  The film was written, shot, and edited by the students, under the guidance of OSAI film faculty Blayne Weaver of Los Angeles and Al Novey and Beau Leland, both of Oklahoma City.  The film stars professional actors Leslie Hippensteel and Jason Wilkinson from central Oklahoma.  
“We couldn’t be more proud of our students,” said Oklahoma Arts Institute President Julie Cohen.  “From writing the script through shooting and editing the film, the students worked diligently, and their efforts really paid off.”
The film has been submitted to numerous festivals, including the Newport Beach Film Festival and South by Southwest.  The young filmmakers decided to donate the cash award to the Oklahoma Arts Institute in appreciation of the summer program where they produced the film.  Auditions for the 2011 summer program are happening now at locations across the state.  More information about OSAI, including online audition scheduling, can be found at www.oaiquartz.org.
The Oklahoma Arts Institute is a private, non-profit organization developed in 1977, with a mission to provide exceptional multidisciplinary arts experiences that develop individual talent and inspire a lifelong passion for the arts.  OAI administers a program for talented Oklahoma youth every June and a series of continuing education workshops for adults every fall.  
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